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     March 2018 

  Ascension Update 

 

Update from the Pastor’s Office 
 

On Prayer 
Commit your way to the Lord; trust in him, and he will act. (Psalm 37:5) 
Grace and Peace, from God, the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 
 
We just finished our AGM. We have elected Betty Anne Ross and Jackie      
Ballance to council, looked at the budget for this year, brainstormed on how 
to use some money that was given to us, and we looked a bit ahead. 
 
What will happen this year? What can we expect? Will we make wise           
decisions? Questions over questions. And where do we find answers to these 
questions?  
In Psalm 37 David speaks about his life with God, and his experiences he has 
made with God. 
 
Psalm 37 reminds us that life can be tough. That real-life circumstances are 
not ideal… often not even controllable. And David gives some advice.    He 
suggests to boldly pray to God in all we do: Commit your way to the 
Lord; trust in him, and he will act.  
 
Unfortunately, it isn’t as easy as it might sound. To leave our lives, and that 
of our congregation up to God… we find that difficult, for we believe that we 
should have everything under control.  
 
But David points out that we are invited to turn to God in prayer… no matter 
what it is – we can bring our concerns, our joys, our questions, our gratitude, 
our lament, our praise before God, and trust God to hear us. We can ask God 
for guidance. 

 

Martin Luther was passionate about prayer and deems it necessary and      
effective. He has a whole section dedicated to daily prayers basing his       
insights on many scripture passages. 
 
Luther spent considerable time in prayer. And according to him it doesn’t 
have to be elaborate: 
“[…] The Christian’s prayer is easy, and it does not cause hard work. For it 
proceeds in faith on the basis of the promise of God, and it  presents its need 
from the heart. Faith quickly gets through telling what it wants; indeed, it 
does so with a sigh that the heart utters and that words can neither attain 
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nor express. As Paul says (Rom. 8:26), ‘Spirit prays.’ And because He 
knows that God is listening to Him, He has no need of such everlasting 
twaddle. That is how the saints prayed in the Scriptures, like Elijah,  
Elisha, David, and others—with brief but strong and powerful words. This 
is evident in the Psalter, where there is hardly a single psalm that has a 
prayer more than five or six verses long.   Therefore the ancient fathers 
have said correctly that many long prayers are not the way. They        
recommend short, fervent prayers, where one sighs toward heaven with a 
word or two, as is often quite possible in the midst of reading, writing, or 
doing some other task.” (AE 21:143) 
 
Going forward into 2018 I invite all of us to put every single day into God’s 
hands. To be still before God and listen to God’s voice.  
 

You may want to start each day with Luther’s morning prayer:  

“I thank you, my Heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, Your dear Son, 
that You have kept me this night from all harm and danger; and I pray 
that You would keep me this day also from sin and every evil, that all my 
doings and life may please You. For into Your hands I commend myself, 
my body and soul, and all things. Let Your holy angel be with me, that 

the evil foe may have no power over me. Amen.”  

For those of you who can make it: Iris and I are meeting at 8:30AM for 
Morning Prayer from Tuesday to Thursday. Please, come and join us. 
 
For the season of Lent prayer stations have been set up that you are    
welcome to use – not just on Sundays. 
 
Commit your way to the Lord; trust in him, and he will act. (Psalm 37:5)  
I invite all of us to pray for each other, to pray for our congregation, for 
our leaders, and for guidance as we continue our journey through change 
and many questions.  

 

Lenten Blessings to you all, 

Pastor Barbara 
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February Council Meeting Highlights 

 The ideas generated during discussion at the AGM on Feb 11th 
on how to  spend some memorial fund dollars will be reviewed 
by Council during their retreat on March 10th. 

 

 The backdoor doorbell has not been installed yet as expected. 
The security company had ordered the wrong part, so it has 
been re-ordered and installation is expected in 6 weeks  

Dwelling in the Word 

As mentioned at the AGM we will continue to discern and look closely at 
who we are as God’s people, and what is essential for our journey as 
God’s hands and feet in the world. Starting on March 4 we will take the 
time and root ourselves in the Word by gathering for a time of reading 
scripture and reflecting together on that reading. Please, come and join 
us.  

If you can’t make it, please, uphold the group in prayer. 

Thank you! 
A big thank-you to Paul Chell and the Men’s Group who cooked up a 
pancake storm at our annual Pancake Supper. Thank you also to those 
who made it through ice and snow to support this event! 

OFFERINGS CURRENT  BENEV. DESIG. MIN. 
January 28    658.00  119.00   83.00 
February 4  2381.00  345.50   58.50 
February 11   908.00  139.00     8.00  
February 18 1575.00  190.00   55.00 
PAR     990.00  277.00  172.00 
 
ATTENDANCE 
Jan. 28:  48 Feb. 4: 46  Feb. 11:    65  
Feb. 14 (Ash Wed):   28  Feb. 18:    59  
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Easter Vigil 

On the eve of Easter – Holy Saturday – we gather for a celebration that lies 
at the heart of all our worship, that gives us life as people of faith. The 
Easter Vigil is the source of all our celebrations. It is the pinnacle of the 
church’s year. 
 
We celebrate this holy night in a family-friendly, dramatically rich  way by 
lighting the new fire which reminds us of God’s leading the people of Israel 
in the wilderness, and the light of Christ blazing forth in the world. We then 
enter in procession into the church, dark and empty as the tomb but soon to 
be filled with light and new new life.  

 

In the Place of Welcome we hold vigil by telling the ancient stories of God's 
love and faithfulness through drama, song, and story.  
 
Then we renew our baptismal vows, and suddenly we hear the unexpected, 
glad news: Christ is risen! 
 
We share the joy of the first disciples as the lights spring up, and we adorn 
the church for the feast to come. In bread and wine we share the food and 
drink of the promised land. And finally we go out to share the wondrous 
news of Christ’s triumph over sin and death.  
 
Come and celebrate with us the resurrection of Christ at the Easter Vigil on 
March 31, at 7:30 PM! 

Holy Week and Easter at Ascension 
March 25: Palm Sunday  
  9:40 AM Palm Procession with St David’s Anglican (meet at Safeway  
     parking lot) 
 10:00 AM Service with Holy Communion 
 
March 29: Maundy Thursday 
 7:00 PM Service with Holy Communion and foot washing 
 
March 30: Good Friday 
 10:00 AM 

 
March 31: Easter Vigil 
 7:30 PM Service with Holy Communion 
 
April 1: Easter Sunday 
 10:00 AM Service with Holy Communion 
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Bishop’s Message - March 2018 

 Dear Beloved of God – 
Many have noted that I sign correspondence with the word, Shalom.  This 
has been my practice since my first call serving with and among the    
people of God at Bethany Lutheran, Dickson. 
 
Recently I ran across an explanation of Shalom from a Pastor’s sermon 
preached May 27, 1984.  The Pastor, Rev. George Madsen, is father to this 
year’s Synod Convention keynote speaker, Rev. Dr. Anna Madsen.  It feels 
right to share this with you…In the midst of Lent: 

 

Shalom is a word that is broad in the extreme. It has to do with       
wholeness, with fulfillment. 

 

Shalom paints a vision of the way things will one day be with all hands 
helping. 

 

Shalom knows of a lion lying down with a lamb, of the thirsty having 
drink, hungry having food, naked being clothed. 
 
Shalom knows of swords being beaten into plowshares, of justice and 
freedom. 
 
Shalom knows of strangers being welcomed, the sick and imprisoned being 
visited. 
 
Shalom knows of sorrow and tears disappearing and death being no more. 
 
Shalom has as its agenda liberation and reconciliation. 
 
Shalom has as its agenda love, hope, and renewal. 
 
Shalom has as its agenda drought and famine. 
 
Shalom has as its agenda war and hatred. 
 
Shalom has as its agenda prejudice and oppression. 
 
Shalom has as its agenda sickness and suffering. 
 
We are not bound by our own lives, our own deaths, but live within the 
great parenthesis of Shalom. 
 
Shalom is the shape of the future, the vision of that to which a mysterious 
power summons us all here and now, in the role of servant, in bringing 
and establishing justice and freedom, grace and peace. 
 
In Christ Jesus –  
Shalom, 
 +Bishop Larry Kochendorfer  
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Poem of the Month 
 

II. TURNING 
Turn 

Return 

Repentance – 

in Hebrew  

all three  

have a common root -   

lashuv  

shuvah  

teshuvah 

Lent has a character of turning 

turning away  

turning from  

turning to 

Turning away  

from distractions  

from misplaced priorities  

from dust  

and numbness  

and dread 

We turn away  

in order to become  

who we can be  

at our utmost and best  

in God. 

Like the disciples  

we want to make everything permanent  

unchanging  

pour concrete  

around it  

and guard it well. 

But life is a turning  

a becoming  

and Lent  

reminds us  

that to return  

we will have to turn away  

and descend. 

 

 
By Susan Palo Cherwien, From Glory to Glory – Reflections for Worship, “Follow Me: 

Lent”, Morning Star Music Publishers, pg 160-161 
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